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on the need of something really adequate to meet the case,
favouring occasional attendance at the Indian Council,
autumn manoeuvres, and a selection of the Foreign Office
despatches. But these were mere hors d'auvre, and his
main proposal was the abolition of the Lord-Lieutenancy of
Ireland and the residence of the Prince of Wales in Dublin
for four or five months out of every year as the Queen's
representative. This expedient, he hoped, would gratify
the Irish, whilst affording some opportunity of instructing
the Prince in the mysteries of government. Gladstone
could " hardly find words to express his sense of the weight
of the social and visible functions of the Monarchy, or of
their vast importance alike to the social well being of the
country, and to the stability of the Throne. It was Your
Majesty who, by over 20 years of indefatigable practice,
raised in those most important matters so high a standard.
... Mr. Gladstone is anxious in the highest degree that the
fund of strength and credit which Your Majesty stored up
for the Monarchy in the affections of the people, should not
be diminished." This tribute was discreetly followed by a
hint that the Prince and Princess of Wales might be called
upon to aid her in " the visible duties of the Monarchy,11 a
task in which their prestige would be raised by the perform-
ance of real duties in Ireland. The Queen was not im-
pressed. The Irish facet of the scheme struck her as an
attempt to make an end of Dublin Castle and to use the
Prince as an excuse, while the proposal to call in her heir in
order to relieve her of a portion of her public work elicited
an admonition that " Mr. Gladstone should remember that
The Queen does her utmost to fulfil all these duties as far as
her health will permit. The Queen holds drawing rooms and
councils, gives audiences, entertains at morning parties and
receives many persons at dinner, leaving to the Prince of
Wales the Levees, Balls and Concerts so that in point of fact
this proposal is anticipated." As for the young couple's
moral influence, upon which Mr. Gladstone had laid some
stress, they could already exercise it, if they chose ; and the